major features of one such epidemic. The increasing growth of personnel service in the high school further justifies a report of the incident as a matter of record and as an example of an occasional problem which may be encountered in working with adolescent girls.
The epidemic which is the subject of this report occurred in a four-year high school enrolling 135 boys and 135 girls. The writer was called into consultation concerning the problem on December 10, 1927, just prior to the Christmas vacation and near the close of the school semester. The history of the epidemic was supplied by the dean of girls of the high school. In the month preceding the consultation nine girls had fainted in the assembly hall, corridors, or classrooms of the high school building. They represented a random sample of the student body in intelligence, although they were superior as compared to the general population.
An abbreviated form of the Woodworth-Mathews Personal Data Sheet, given six months after the event, failed to give a marked differentiation between the fainting group and the other girls in the school. The differences found, however, were in the expected direction. The truthfulness with which the girls replied to the question, "Have you ever fainted away?" offers suggestive evidence for the validity of the report on this item.
The epidemic reported emphasizes the need for readily available psychological and medical service to study and treat such personality problems as they arise. The factors of importance for the mental hygiene of the girls concerned can only be reached by intensive individual study.
